MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE CGPB COMMITTEE VIII

(GEOLOGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES OF NORTH EASTERN REGION)

SHILLONG: 05-01-2010

02.00.00 
The 2nd  Meeting of the Central Geological Programming Board committee 
VIII  “Geology and Mineral Resources of North Eastern Region” was  held 
on 
05-01-2010 in the Conference Hall of the Raitong Building of Meghalaya Secretariat Complex, Shillong under the chairmanship of Shri Sudipta Lahiri, 
Deputy Director General & HOD, Geological Survey of India, North Eastern Region & the Convenor of Committee VIII.

The following officers of various Member Organisations attended 
the Committee Meeting and participated in the discussions.

	Sl.
No.
	Name & Designation
	Organization

	1.
	Shri Sudipta Lahiri, Dy. D.G & Convenor
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	2.
	Shri N.K. Dhir, Director & Member Secretary
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	3.
	Dr. H.S.M. Prakash, Director, RTI, NER
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	4. 
	Shri Sujit Dasgupta, Director
	PSS-P&M, Kolkata

	5.
	Dr. U.K. Mishra, Director
	NEC, Shillong

	6.
	Dr. B.P. Baruah, Assistant Director
	NEIST, Jorhat

	7.
	Dr. D.K. Bhattacharya, Director
	DMR, Meghalaya

	8.
	Dr. M.K. Sharma, Dy.Director
	DMR, Meghalaya

	9.
	Shri J.K.Sinha, Joint Director(G & M)
	DGM, Manipur

	10.
	Shri A.H. Choudhury, Chief Geologist
	DGM, Assam

	11.
	Shri U.Gogai, Suptd. Hydrogeologist
	CGWB, Shillong

	12.
	Shri D.K. Bhorali, Manager
	MECL

	13.
	Dr. P.P. Nageswara Rao, Director
	NESAC

	14.
	Dr. A.J. Barua, General Manager
	Brahmaputra Board

	15.
	Dr. R. Mohanty, Regional Director
	AMD, Shillong

	16.
	Shri B.V.R. Reddy, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	17.
	Shri P.B. Sarolkar, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	18.
	Shri D. Jayapaul, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	19.
	Shri R. Baskaran, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	20.
	Shri C.R. Maharana, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	21.
	Shri J.C. Dutta, Director
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	22.
	Dr. S. Raju, Director
	GSI, OP.: M-N, Dimapur

	23.
	Shri S.K. De, Director (Geophysics)
	AMSE Wing, Bangalore

	24.
	Dr. Baldau Singh, Director (Geophysics)
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	25.
	Dr. K. Mazumdar, Director 
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	26.
	Shri F. Kharshiing, Director (Chem.)
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	27.
	Shri T. Pongen, E.E. (NFJAG)
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	28.
	Shri G. Vidya Sagar, Director
	GSI, OP.: AP, Itanagar

	29.
	Shri P. Sarkar, Director
	GSI, OP.: Assam, Guwahati

	30.
	Dr. K.S. Raghav, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	31.
	Shri R.R. Raul, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	32.
	Shri P. Ashok Kumar, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	33.
	Shri K.K. Gangopadhyay, Senior Geologist
	CHQ, GSI, Kolkata

	34.
	Shri J.M. Gautam, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	35.
	Shri G.K. Kesari, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	36.
	Shri Alok Chitranshi, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	37.
	Shri B.K. Mishra, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	38.
	Dr. V.V. Sesha Sai, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	39.
	Shri N.J. Sumant, Senior Geologist
	GSI, OP.: T-M, Agartala

	40.
	Shri H.K. Goswami, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	41.
	Shri K.K. Behera, Senior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	42.
	Shri Pradip Kumar Mukherjee, Junior Geologist 
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	43.
	Shri D. Gurung, Junior Chemist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	44.
	Shri S. Goswami, Junior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	45.
	Shri A.B. Chatterjee, Junior Geologist
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	46.
	Shri B.K. Behera, E.E.
	GSI, NER, Shillong

	47.
	Shri N. Goyari, A.E.E.
	GSI, NER, Shillong


02.01.00 
Inaugural Address by the Convenor
The Convenor welcomed all the members and invitees to the Second Meeting of the CGPB Committee VIII “Geology and Mineral resources of NER“. The Convenor expressed that the basic objective and purpose of this committee meeting is to facilitate interaction among the various state Government departments and Stakeholders engaged in geoscientific pursuit in the North Eastern Region for better appreciation of geological resources & constraints and also to exchange ideas among members in order to arrive at the integrated, comprehensive and fruitful results.
He stressed upon a sincere co-operation and co-ordination among various State Governments of the region with support from local authorities, which is essential for ensuring all possible help and facilities to be made available to the scientists for effective implementation of their assignments. He informed that Various private entrepreneurs and public institutes have shown interest in exploration and exploitation of mineral resources of NE Region and recently during the  investors’ Meet   at Guwahati, GSI had closer interaction with delegates of different organisations. 
He also informed that with the major changes in the policy of dissemination of Earth Science data generated by GSI, the reports have been grouped in different categories  and put on web portal and access to certain categories of reports have been made easy for user agencies and public at large.
The Annual Programme 2009-2010 of GSI, NER has been implemented in Mission Modes from 1st of October, 2009 as per the guidelines enumerated in the National Mineral Policy-2008 and the recommendations of the High Powered Committee. The revised Terms of References (TOR) in the light of National Mineral Policy-2008 and other issues specific to the NER had been discussed in the last Meeting. Once again he requested all the members to put forth their suggestions on Terms of Reference and views regarding policy matters and functioning pertaining to CGPB Committee VIII and other issues arising from National Mineral Policy-2008. In addition to this, an endeavour will be made to prioritise our future planning in consonance with the thrust areas of activities stipulated in the New Mineral Policy and developmental  programmes of NER through interaction among all the participating member agencies to arrive at a general consensus.
02.02.00 Confirmation of the Minutes of the 1st Meeting of CGPB Committee VIII
Shri N.K. Dhir, Director and Member Secretary read the minutes of the first meeting of CGPB Committee VIII and it was kept open for discussion. The para wise details of discussion are given below.
02.02.01 In course of discussion on para 01.02.00, Dr. S.K. De, Director, Geophysics, RSAS (AMSE), Bangalore informed the house that  by March, 2010 all the advanced airborne systems will be installed in the newly acquired helicopter and by the end of this year regular fieldwork may be initiated. Dr. R. Mohanty, AMD enquired whether GSI is planning to take up Heliborne survey in Mahadek basin. Dr. De informed that initially, the survey will be done in known areas on test basis and after that regular field work can be taken up on priority basis. On a query by Shri A.H. Choudhury, DGM, Assam regarding their proposal for Airborne Survey in Karbi Anglong district, the Convenor requested to submit their proposal for consideration. The Convenor requested Dr. S.K. De RSAS (AMSE) to consider priority basis work in NER. Dr De informed that AMSE will consider the proposal and Airborne gravity survey will be useful to define the basin structure of Mahadek basin. The Convenor pointed out that the responses of the outside member agencies including State Directorates were not upto the mark as their representation in the meeting was inadequate. 







(Action: DGM,Assam/AMSE)
Dr. U.K. Mishra, NEC also informed that the correspondences with the Chief Secretaries should have been made quite earlier. In reply, Dr. Sujit Dasgupta informed that the first circular for the meeting was issued in the month of November, 2009. He also requested the house any new proposal should be rooted through the committee VIII and should not be sent directly to  the CGPB.  Shri N.K. Dhir, Director informed that proper interactions are to be made in the SGPB’s before submitting the proposals.
                                                 (Action: All DGMs/GSI)
02.02.02 During the discussion on para 01.03.00, the Member secretary informed that no information has been received so far regarding the projects sponsored /financed by NEC. 
 In a query on Geotourism, Shri D. Jayapaul, Director, GSI informed that  GSI is working  out to finalise the document on  the Geotourism of Meghalaya and will take up the other states  subsequently. During the discussion, the Director, NESAC informed that their institute is working under the scheme of Rajiv Gandhi Ground water Mission and they have prepared the data for whole of Assam under this scheme. During the discussion, Dr. Sujit Dasgupta, CHQ informed that the Secretary, MoM has written a letter to ISRO for the collaborative project between GSI and ISRO for Geomorphological mapping of the whole country.
02.02.03 During the discussion on para 01.04.00 regarding action plan for 2009-2010 and five year plan on regional scale(TOR -1), the Convenor informed that interaction with DGM for P-I stage investigation is being done although a core committee has not yet been constituted. All DGMs were requested to come forward with their proposal for discussion so that a core committee can be formed.
                                                                                (Action: All DGMs)
02.02.04 During the discussion on para 01.05.00, the Member Secretary informed that proposals have been received from Sikkim, Manipur and Assam. Some of the proposals have been accommodated in the current Annual programme.
02.02.05  During the discussion on para 01.07.00 regarding the Regional              Training Institute, the Director, RTI informed that the training programme for Surveyors of DGM has been scheduled during 8th -27th  February, 2010. In reply to the query regarding the training programmes by GSITI, the Director, RTI informed that four training programmes have been scheduled for 2009-2010. Three or four surveyors from each state can be accommodated in the training. The Convenor informed that in case of more candidates it can be done in batches. He requested all the State DGMs to submit new proposals for training programmes as per their specific needs.
                                                                          (Action: All DGMs)
02.03.00 REVIEW OF WORK DONE DURING THE F.S. 2008-2009
 Shri N.K. Dhir, Director, TCD, GSI, NER presented the highlights of work carried out during FS. 2008-09. During the discussion, the Director, NESAC was interested to know about the mapping status in NER. The Convenor informed that GSI is presently engaged in mapping of the gap areas and all the details of mapping year wise are available in the Annual programme for 2009-10. The Director, NESAC offered full cooperation for  collaboration with GSI. Dr. R. Mohanty, AMD enquired on the DST projects on Microzonation Mapping. Dr. U.K. Mishra informed that crores of rupees have been spent on Microzonation mapping projects in the last two years. At most places, the universities are working without proper interaction with other organisations. Since their proposals are being funded by UGC, DST, CSIR laboratories without any information to other organisations like GSI and NEC, the Convenor and all other members of the house were of the opinion that all the investigating agencies/Universities should be brought to a common platform for data sharing and successful execution of the projects. The Director, NESAC informed that their department is involved in the CHANDRAYAN project. They would be happy to collaborate with GSI for the analysis of the samples for the study of Lunar Mineralogy. 
                                           (Action: NESAC/DGMs/GSI)
02.03.01 During the discussion, Dr. J.K. Sinha, Jt. Director, DGM Manipur requested for exemption of the cost of analysis of samples for PGE. A total of 229 nos. of samples are pending with GSI. Dr. Sujit Dasgupta, CHQ opined that the DGMs should  invest for exploration by rolling back their fund. Unless modernisation is made in DGM, things will not materialise. 
The Convenor informed that the DGM, Manipur should interact with GSI, Dimapur for taking up the exploration work and GSI will take up the works on man power sharing basis. The RTI of GSI can train the officers of DGM. Dr. U.K. Mishra suggested that  the National Metallurgical Laboratory, Jamsedpur can be contacted for analysis of samples. 
                                                               (Action: GSI, DGM’s)
02.03.02 During discussion, Dr. Choudhury of DGM, Assam gave an account of the works carried out by the DGM, Assam. The Convenor requested that the DGM officers may discuss with GSI, Guwahati and GSI officers can be involved for technical guidance.
 
DGM, Assam requested that their remote sensing Lab may be upgraded by funding through NEC and DONER. The Convenor suggested that NESAC can be approached for such matters. The Director, NESAC informed that DGM should collaborate with NESAC for future works. 
                                                 (Action: NEC/GSI/NESAC/DGMs)
Regarding coal exploration in Assam, it was informed that MOU has already been signed between DGM, Assam and CMPDIL  and this has already been discussed in the subcommittee of Energy Minerals.

02.03.03 Dr. R. Mohanty gave an account of works done by AMD. He informed that drilling activities are being continued in Mahadek basin. So far, no economic concentration has been reported. He informed that the southern part of Meghalaya is most potential and requires subsurface drilling. Small blocks have been identified for future exploration.
          02.03.04 Shri D.K. Bhorali, Manager (Geology), MECL informed that the Jiyajuri glass sand investigation has been completed and the samples are being processed in IBM. The forest clearance is still awaited for Rupa Dolomite investigation. Dr. Sujit Dasgupta, Director, CHQ requested to send the details to the Convenor, Committee VIII for onward transmission to the parliamentary Committee.
                                                                                     (Action: MECL)
02.03.05 Dr. P.P. Nageswara Rao, NESAC informed that  their laboratory is well equipped with Remote Sensing & GIS facility. NESAC is ready to help DGMs. It is being funded by ISRO and NER. NESAC can be a component for the RTI, GSI, Shillong. Dr. Sujit Dasgupta informed that DGPS can be immensely utilised for landslide mapping. The Director, NESAC informed that thermal sensors are to be fitted to the Indian satellites. The Convenor requested all DGMs and GSI to interact with NESAC for the remote sensing inputs.
                                                                  (Action: GSI/DGMs/NESAC)
02.03.06 Dr. B.P. Baruah, Assistant Director from NEIST, Jorhat informed that they are working with the natural resources, energy and related environmental issues and coal resources. They are involved in the basic R &D works in collaboration with Ministry of Coal, Ministry of Mines and DST. They are working for DMR Meghalaya, Nagaland regarding coal characterisation and with  DGM, Assam regarding analysis of water samples. They have a mineral processing unit. They are working on other issue of beneficiation of Clay from Jaintia Hills and Iron ore projects of Meghalaya. On a query by the DGM, Manipur, he informed that Manipur Government should approach  NEIST for such works.
                                                                             (Action:DGMs)
02.03.07 Shri U. Gogoi, Supdt. Hydrogeologist informed the house of their activities in the state of Meghalaya. In the state of Mizoram, CGWB is carrying out a project on geogenic ground water hazards.
02.04.00 Outline of the proposed Action Plan for 2009-2010

Shri N.K. Dhir, Director, GSI gave a presentation on the outline of proposed programmes to be conducted by GSI in Mission Mode.
02.04.01 Dr. M.K. Sharma, Dy. Director, DMR, Meghalaya informed that 
the FSP has not yet been finalised.
02.04.02 The DGM, Manipur informed that one item on chromite has been finalised. Item of GSI on PGE studies will be taken up with DGM, Manipur.
02.04.03 The DGM, Assam has taken up their programmes as 
scheduled. Meeting with the officers of DGM, Govt. of Assam 
was held on 10-12-2009 at GSI, Shillong for the collaborative 
projects on (1) Investigation of Decorative stones around 
Boko, Agchia area of Kamrup district of Assam,(2)  Detailed 
Investigation of Decorative stone in Hilolikhunda and 
Kacharigaon Baghat area in Morigaon district, Assam and (3) 
Detailed Geological investigation of Iron ore deposit at 
Samchampi area in Karbi Anglong district, Assam. During the 
discussion, the DGM officers were requested to fix a date for 
the 
field visit. GSI will provide the reports pertaining to the 
areas of study. 
                                                        (Action: GSI/DGM-Assam)                                   
02.04.04 Dr.A.J. Barua, General Manager, Brahmaputra Board informed 
that they have taken up 8 projects on water resources out of 
which 2 projects are National projects.
02.05.00
TRAINING PROGRAMME OF RTI & FTC, NER UNDER 
MISSION-V


Dr. H.S.M. Prakash, Director informed the house about some of the 
activities of RTI and the course conducted at Guwahati 
on “Capsule Course on Mineral Exploration for DGMs in NER”. 
The course was conducted at Guwahati during the period from 
09-11-2009 to 21-11-2009. The course was conducted by 
Shri J.C. Dutta, Director and Course Coordinator, MMIP, NER, 
Shillong and Dr. H. S. M. Prakash, Director, RTI, Shillong.

02.06.00 Discussion on Agenda items
Manipur DGM requested GSI for taking up the Arsenic pollution project at Bishenpur. The Convenor requested to send all the reports for taking decision on the project. He was requested to submit the background information for arsenic pollution programme. The Manipur representative also requested for one project on Dimensional stone project in the state.
Discussions were also made on the Deployment of GSI drilling personnel in the exploration of Manipur. The Member Secretary requested to send their drilling staff for training in GSI.

 Regarding analysis of PGE samples free of cost at GSI laboratory, the Convenor informed the DGM, Manipur to send their proposal for discussion in the 46th CGPB Meeting.

                                                  (Action: DGM,Manipur)

02.07.00 Discussion on Policy issues

Dr. Sujit Dasgupta, Director, CHQ requested all members to see the portal of Mineral rich states in India for better formulation of project proposals.

The Convenor requested all the DGMs to hold their SGPB Meetings twice in a year for better coordination and programme formulation with GSI.
                                                                             (Action: All Members)
02.08.00 Vote Of Thanks
 The Meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Shri P.B. Sarolkar, Director, GSI, NER, Shillong.
                                              * * *
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